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EDITED BY ENOCH LEWIS. with a humiliating sense of the sinfulness of sin 


and the excellency of a life devoted to Him and 
His cause, was graciously pleased to regard her; 
and by the secret, but powerful operation of the 
Holy Spirit to keep her in the hour of tempta- 
tion, and gradually prepare her, though unper- 
ceived by herself, for future service in the Church. 

We have nothing special to remark during 
the lapse of several years of her life from the 
time alluded to, until it was joyfully observed, 
that she was increasing in stability of conduct ; 
and manifesting a frankness of manner and 
sweetness of disposition that endeared her to her 
friends, evidence was given of her submission to 
the cleansing power of Truth. 

After her marriage with William Field, still 
further proof was furnished that the Lord was 
preparing her for his service; her mind beeame 
deeply humbled under a sense of her own un- 
worthiness, and the nature and greatness of the 
work to which she apprehended she would be 
called. Being naturally modest and very diffi- 
dent of her own attainments, she reasoned against 
the requirements of Truth again and again, and 
was often involved in a state of great conflict and 
distress. That goodness, however, that had fol- 
lowed her from her childhood, did not forsake her 
in the hour of extremity, but by the repetition 
of baptism upon baptism effected its own graei- 
ous purpose. In allusion to this memorable 
period of her life, she thus expressed herself in 
her last illness :—‘‘ He who knoweth all hearts, 
knows that 1 did not withhold through wilful 
disobedience, but from the natural timidity of 
my disposition. 1 stand indeed as a monument 
of the mercy and goodness of my Heavenly 
Father, and 1 verily believe, had it not been for 
the encouragement that 1 sometimes received 
through the Lord’s faithful servants, I should 
have sunk and given out, even after I had given 
up to appear in the ministry.” 

The Lord’s hand had long been laid upon her; 
and by the operation of judgment mixed with 
mercy, her own creaturely reasonings being sub- 
jected, she expressed a few words by way of 
ministry, in great humility, and indeed it may 
be said with fear and trembling. For several 
years, her appearances in this line were rare, and 
in few words; but being watchful and careful to 
mind her calling, she gradually increased in re- 
ligious weight; the gift in the ministry which 
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Testimony of Purchase Monthl y Meeting, New 
York, slightly abridged, respecting HANNAH 
FIgLD. 


She was born at Harrison Town, West Ches- 
ter county, state of New York, in the year 1763. 
Her parents, John and Anne Cromwell, had the 
care of a numerous offspring, for whom they 
manifested much Christian concern, and endea- 
voured to train them up in a religious life and 
conversation, agreeably to our profession. Tan- 
nah, the subject of this memoir, though very 
amiable, was, in her juvenile years, of a volatile 
disposition, and inclined to swerve from that sim- 
plicity of manners and appearance, in which her 
parents were anxious their children should be 
preserved, and to effect which they honestly and 
affectionately laboured. In adverting to her 
early life, and the strength of her natural inclina- 
tion to depart from the salutary restraints of 
truth, she has frequently been heard to express 
her grateful sense of the religious care, and even 
the restraining kindness of her beloved parents ; 
for such in mature life she considered it. Lov- 
ing the truth, they also loved the servants of the 
Lord; and their house and their hearts were 
open to receive and entertain Friends that were 
travelling in the ministry ; the company of such, 
and their religious labours in her father’s house, 
we believe proved a blessing to the family, and 
in an especial manner, to our beloved friend; as 
through the instrumentality of some of these 
labourers, very serious impressions were made on 
her mind, which with the divine blessing tended 
to bring the wanderer back. By the death of 
her pious mother, she was deprived of her exam- 
ple and care when about fifteen years of age, and 
thereby subjected to great exposure, and indeed 
it may be said to imminent danger: but He who 
Ps metentally laid his hand upon her, and in 

ime caused her mind to be deeply impressed 
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had been graciously conferred on her, shone more 
and more conspicuously, and she became a living 
and able minister of the gospel of Christ. 

She was sound and seriptural in doctrine, and 
careful not to indulge in speculative opinions. 
Her ministry was weighty and impressive: and 
after her experience and religious establishment, 
had entitled her to the character of a mother in 
the Church, it continued to be adorned by that 
Christian simplicity and humble view of herself, 
that so uniformly characterised her religious 
movements. The clearness and consistency of 
her views, together with her firm belief in the 
doctrine of Christian redemption, as contained in 
the Holy Scriptures, and believed in by the 
Society of Friends, cannot be better described 
than in her own words on this momentous sub- 
ject, uttered during her last sickness. ‘I have 
been a poor creature: I have done very little for 
His cause, who hath done all for me: I have no 
works of my own to depend upon; it is all the 
merit and mercy of my dear Redeemer, who died 
for me, and not for me only, but for the sins of 
the world. Oh! what a blessing it is to be 
firmly established in the faith of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ: what a mercy that we 
have an advocate with the Father, a High Priest, 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities; a me- 
diator and intercessor, even Christ Jesus the 
righteous.”’ At another time being in great 
bodily pain, she said, “‘ 1 have not one rag of my 
own to depend upon; all is of the mercy of my 
Saviour, who offered up his life a ransom, with- 
out the gates of Jerusalem : Oh, that none may 
reject so great an offering, for I firmly believe, 
that by and through him, is the only means of 
salvation—He declared when personally upon 
earth, ‘No man cometh to the Father but by me;’ 
and awful will it be in the day that is fast ap- 
proaching, for those that do reject the offers of 
His grace, and deny the Lord that bought 
them.” 

In conformity to the requirings of religious 
duty, and with a heart expanded with love to 
the human family, she travelled much as a min- 
ister of the gospel, not only within the limits of 
her own Yearly Meeting, but into many distant 
sections of the United States; and so clear was 
the evidence of her ministry, such the sweetness 
of her manners, and the impress of Christian 
solicitude which she bore, that we believe she was 
received as a welcome visiter, by the different 
classes among whom she laboured. 

In the year 1816, after having passed through 
a season of great conflict and deep searching of 
heart, she yielded to an impression of religious 
duty, which had long weighed heavily on her 
mind, to make a visit in the love of the gospel in 
Great Britain and Ireland, and in some places on 
the continent of Europe; and unfolded the same 
to this Monthly Meeting in great humility and 
abasement of self. Her concern obtained the 
deliberate attention of Friends, and was fully 


united with, as it also was by the Quarterly 
Meeting, and the Yearly Meeting of Minister, 
and Elders,—testimonials of the unity and affec. 
tionate sympathy of these meetings respectively 
being furnished. . She was engaged in this ardy, 
ous service more than two years; and we belieys 
she fulfilled her mission, with the fidelity of ay 
ambassador of Christ. During her laborious 
engagement in England, she had a severe attack 
of illness, that so much impaired her constitution 
that she never recovered her usual state of health 
She was joyfully received on her return from 
Europe, and gave a summary and humble 4¢. 
count of her various exercises and engagements 
ascribing all the praise where it is alone duc. 
The certificates from Friends on the other side 
of the Atlantic, in relation to the visit and rej}. 
gious labours of our dear friend, were full and 
expressive of near unity and Christian fellowship 
with her asa sister beloved. After the afore. 
said engagement, she was frequently engaged, 
when the state of her health would admit, in 
more limited visits, and faithful at her post, in 
her own meetings at home, when permitted to be 
there. Ina retrospect of her various engage. 
ments, her sufferings and conflicts, she expressed 
herself in the following manner, a short time pre- 
vious to her death, “It is marvellous in my eyes, 
and I often feel deeply humbled in looking back 
and recollecting what I have been carried through; 
and how way has been made for me, where there 
appeared to be no way; but as I was given up 
to do that which was required, the mountains 
were removed, the walls of opposition broken 
down, and I have had to acknowledge the truth 
of our blessed Saviour’s declaration, that his yoke 
is indeed easy, and his burden light, and all will 
find it to be so, that are given up to serve him.” 
She was much concerned for the support of the 
good order of Society ; and possessing a discrim- 
inating mind, tempered by prudence, she was 
particularly useful in the administration of the 
Discipline. The object of her labour in this, as 
indeed it appeared to be in all her religious en- 
gagements, was to encourage good, wherever it 
was found, and convince the obdurate and gain- 
saying of their errors. In private life, she was 
cheerful, very affectionate, and much beloved by 
her friends and acquaintances. She manifested 
great tenderness and solicitude for young people, 
and as her manner towards them gained their 
confidence, it also insured to her an ear to hear 
her counsel. 


(To be continued.) 
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WILLIAM WIRT. 


The stories we used to hear, in our boyhood, 
of old Virginia hospitality and manners, remind- 
ed us of the merry fox-hunts and carousals Wé 
read of among the country squires in England, 
when it was thought the frolic ended pretty we!! 
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if the company kept up, to take care of 
re — half that a ies the table. Those 
who read Kennedy’s life* of the well known in- 
dividual whose name is placed at the head of this 
article, will be somewhat initiated into the 
wretched mode of life so common among certain 
classes in the “ old dominion,” fifty or seventy-five 
years ago, and will not be surprised that such 
eourses should have resulted in the ruin of s0 
many men of large fortunes, and highly gifted 
minis. That Wm. Wirt, “for twelve years 
Attorney General of the United States,” was 
gradually drawn away from this downward course, 
appears to have been, under Providence, greatly 
attributable to his second wife. ‘Of all the 
fortunate incidents in his life, his marriage,” says 
his biographer, “ with this lady may be accounted 
the most auspicious.” Her “ tender affection 
and watchful solicitude inevery thing’’ connected 
with his comforts, gave her an influence over 
him, which, being prudently directed, was at- 
tended with eminently happy results. Some of 
his letters to her, written while from home in the 
prosecution of his professional duties, give evi- 
dence of the deep hold she had upon his affec- 
tions, as well as his just appreciation of her real 
worth. 

“ How much do I owe you,” says he, in a 
letter written in 1803, when he was apparently 
beginning to perceive the worse than folly of his 
indulgences. “I must confess that the natural 
gaiety of my character, rendered still more reck- 
less by the dissipation into which I had been 
allured, had sealed my eyes, and hidden from 
me the rich inheritance of the righteous. It was 
you whose example and tender exhortations res- 
cued me from the horrors of confirmed guilt, and 
taught me once more to raise my suppliant mind 
to God. The more I reflect on it, the more 
highly do I prizethis obligation. I am convinced, 
thoroughly and permanently convinced, that the 
very highest earthly suceess, the crowning of 
every wish of the heart, would still leave even 
the earthly happiness of man incomplete. The 
soul has more enlarged demands, which nothing 
but a communion with Heaven can satisfy. The 
soul requires a broader and more solid basis, a 
stronger anchor, a safer port in which to moor 
her happiness, than can be found on the surface 
of this world.” 

Strong and ardent attachment to his friends, 
was one of Wirt’s characteristics. His letters to 
Benjaruin Edwards, in whose family, in his youth, 
he resided for a time as private tutor, and “ who 
had taught him to love him like a parent,” give 
beautiful evidences of an almost filial affection, 
that was strengthened with years, and led him 
to embosom himself as to one not only worthy 
of his confidence, but who could by his larger 
®xperience, impart to him many valuable lessons. 

L have lived long enough,” says he in one of 
tintin tthe 


* Lately published in this city by Lea & Blanchard, 
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these letters, written in 1808, “and scen sorrow 
enough, to be convinced that religion is the pro- 
per element of the soul, where alone it is at home 
and at rest.”’ In another letter, written in 1810 
to the same person, he says, “‘ 1 have indeed great 
cause of gratitude to Heaven. In reviewing the 
short course of my life, I can see where L made 
plunges, from which, it seems clearly to me, that 
nothing less than a divine hand could ever have 
raised me. I can never cease to deplore the 
years of my youth, that [ have murdered in idle- 
ness and folly.” 

John Quincy Adams speaks of William Wirt 
as possessing a mind “decorated with the ele- 
gance of classical literature,” and a “ spirit chas- 
tened by the meditations of a profound philoso- 
phy :” and affirms that “ the duties of Attorney 
General of the United States were never more 
ably or more faithfully discharged than by him.” 
His “ British Spy” had many readers when it 
was first published, as had also his Life of Patrick 
Henry; but the excessively high wrought, and 
inflated style of the latter, forbids its recommen- 
dation to the study of the young man who would 
imitate the chasteness and simplicity of Addison 
or Franklin. 

* As life advanced,” says his biographer, “his 
convictions of the truth and value of Christian 
revelation, and of the duties it imposed upon 
him, became more earnest and profound. He 
devoted a portion of his time, every day, to the 
reading of the scriptures: cultivated habits of 
prayer and meditation, which he promoted and 
encouraged throughout his family ; and frequent- 
ly employed his leisure in the composition of 
religious essays and records of private devotion. 
He took great interest in the promotion of moral 
and religious institutions, in the missionary 
labours of the churches, in the extension of the 
Sunday schools, in the success of the Bible Soci- 
eties, and was, at the time of his death,* the 
President of the State Bible Society of Maryland. 
He was a most effective friend of the cause of 
temperance, and often sought an opportunity to 
testify to the great importance which he attached 
to the labours of the Societies connected with it. 
‘I have been for more than fifty years,’ says he, 
‘a close observer of life and manners in various 
parts of the United States, and | know not the 
evil that will bear a moment’s comparison with 
intemperance.’ ” 

Of Baxter, he says, in a letter to his daughter, 
“T took up the Saznt’s rest lately, and fsund it 
like an old sandal wood box, as fresh and fra- 
grant as if it had just been made, although it has 
been exhaling its odour for a hundred and eighty 
years.” 

It is pleasant to perceive and bring to notice 
the bright spots in the life and character of such 
men as William Wirt. His views and opinions 
in many respects were widely different from ours. 








* He died, at Washington, in 1934, in his 62d year. 
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yet an eminent statesman has declared that “he , my days; and be sure that you fail not to set 
felt a deep sense of religious duty, and placed all | true judgment upon the head of that spirit, | 
his hopes of the future in the truth and in the | know it envies Truth’s prosperity and the sayin 
doctrines of Christianity.” P. | of people’s souls. And labour for that which 
makes for peace ; so may your hope increase, that 
God will bring you to his kingdom. Labour 
also that humility may abound to that degree 
that you may be enabled to wash one another's 
feet; and that not only the Ten Commandments 
to Israel be walked in, but the new command. 















WILLIAM AND ALICE ELLIS. 
No. 6.' 


Al Letter to the Friends appointed as Overseers 
of the Church at Airton. 


*« Boston, in New England, 9th of 9th mo. 1698. 

Kind Friends,—After my kind and dear love 
to you, wishing with my whole heart your wel- 
fare and steadfast walking in the Truth, and that 
the life of it may fill your bearts, know, that 
though I be far separated in body, yet are you 
not forgotten by me, but are often in my mind; 
and often is my mind exercised to this end, 
that Truth may prosper amongst you; and as it 
hath been thought good to commit to your trust 
those things that are for the good of the Church 
and the honour of God, my desire hath been and 
still is, that you may be truly careful to see that 
every good work be maintained; and that where 
such hath been found short in any, they may be 
advised in the love of God, to repent and become 
anew ; and if such be truly gained, show all ten- 
derness to them that is needful; but if any refuse 
amendment of life, show your dislike in the 
Lord’s name. Advise Friend’s children to keep 
to the Truth, and that they go not to other peo- 
ple for wives and husbands; but if any offer to 
do so, deal with them in tenderness, and wait that 
the true sense of their misery which they are 
abcut to bring upon their ewn heads, may fill 
your hearts, and in that deal with them; and if 
such will not be gained but go on, when the 
Lord’s hand comes to touch them, and to bring 
trouble upon them, your faithful warning may 
come into their minds and thereby they may be 
made to confess to your care of them and love to 
them. I have seen, since I left my country, the 
ead effects of such things, and how, through them, 
our people are scattered, and made confusion, and 
become unlike an assembly of saints. I wish 
your love may increase to the poor, and father- 
less, and widows; and that in the sense of God’s 
love, you advise such as are rich and have neither 
wives nor children, that they be much given to 
hospitality and to good works ; the day is coming 
in which such must know that it is better to 
serve the Lord with their substance in their day, 
than to leave it with their brethren or brethren’s 
children, or to pretend to leave it to serve when 
they are gone. Let Friends meet often together, 
and with a free heart anda willing mind; and 
see that Satan be withstood, who leads men to 
sleep and to idleness; for it is he that doth this, 
let him and them that take bis part in it say 
what they will. The Lord hath made my arm 
strong to war against him in that work; and I 
hope it will be strengthened through the mighty 


God of Jacob, to war against him to the end of 









ment given by Christ, that is, That you love one 
another. And be sure that advice be given, not 


to watch over one another with an evil eye; but 


where this is seen let sorrow abound; and mark 
those that make divisions and sow discord. The 
devil hath done more mischief by these things in 
this part of the world, than ever he could do by 
whipping, branding, imprisoning or hanging on 
the gallows tree. 

And bear with me, if it be an offence to say to 
you, Finally my brethren, be all of one mind; 
and so the God of all peace, who forgets not the 
labour of his servants, nor all the hardships and 
sorrows endured by night and by day, for this 
end only, and no other, that the kingdom of his 
son Jesus Christ may be exalted: even He, in 
due time, will give you to reap the fruit of your 
labours, if you continue to the end and faint not. 

If this come to your hand, and it be seen good, 
read it in your First-day meeting, with my dear 
love, in the unity of the blessed Spirit of Christ, 
who hath washed us from our sinus in his own 
blood, and will give us an inheritance amongst all 
them that are sanctified, if we continue steadfast 
in faith and good works unto the end. In this 
love I dearly salute you all, with all faithful 
Friends. By this you may know that I have 
been over most of these countries, and now hope 
to return to Pennsylvania, which is near four 
bundred miles off, with many great rivers, sounds 
and bays of water between them. These I have 
passed over before, with much difficulty at times. 
If I live to come there, I hope the Lord will open 
my way; and if it be to return, be sure I shall be 
glad. Pray remember my poor wife, who parted 
with me freely; she seems to me to be like the 
silly dove without its mate, who mourns for its 
companion ; speak comfortably to her, and let no 
one do her wrong in any case that is in your 
power to set right. My dear love to her and 
to Friends of your Monthly Meeting, or else- 
where, who love the Lord Jesus Christ. Aaron 
Atkinson’s love is to you all. 

Your real, constant and true friend, 
Wm. Exus.” 


The following letter from his wife appears to 
have been written on the same day in whieh 


William Ellis expressed his solicitude on ber 
account, in the foregoing communication : 

« Airton, the 9th of the 9th mo., 1695. 
Dear and loving Husband,—After the saluta- 


. 
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tion of endeared love to thee, by this thou mayst , which cannot be broken. 


sible love do I remain, 


know, that I have sent thee two letters already ; 
and 1 hope thou wilt have received them before 
this comes to hand ; it would be great satisfaction 
to my mind to know that thou hadst once heard 
from me. Likewise, my love, I have received 
<ix letters from thee since thou took shipping, 
and they were all great gladness to my mind, and 
especially thy last, dated the 26th of the 5th mo. 
last, wherein thou signifiedst that thou wast easy 
both in body and mind; and I earnestly pray 
unto the Lord for the continuation of the same, 
and that he may still bear thy head over all 
and above all the troublesome seas of opposition, 
which I am sensible at times thou meetest withal; 
but blessed be the Lord! Iam fully satisfied 
that he will make. thee as a fenced city, and a 
brazen wall, against all thy opposers, not to be 
prevailed against. For this cause I heartily bless 
(iod on thy behalf, that it hath pleased him to 
spare me to see this day; and I earnestly desire 
of the Lord that | may prize it. So my dear 
love, seeing that it hath pleased God to bless us 
on every way, and to fill us with the new wine of 
his kingdom, many times to the admiration of my 
soul, I can truly say we are engaged above many 
others to serve him faithfully. And I earnestly 
desire thee in that which is beyond words, to be 
very careful of thyself every way, and still mind 
the inward drawings of the Father’s love, that 
thou mayst, in his acceptable time, fully com- 
plete his work which he has pleased to call thee 
to, and clear thyself fully in his sight. Now in 
the consideration of thy care and love which thou 
hast had towards me every way, for my good, 
and for the loving and good advice I have received 
at thy hand, both when near, and far off, in other 
islands, far remote from me, the remembrance 
hereof many times tenders and melts my heart 
and spirit before the Lord, so that I cannot word 
the nearness thou art to me continually. I daily 
feel the shedding abroad of the love of God to 
fill my soul, and to overcome my spirit, so that 
he makes up all wants, on all hands, and on 
every account; my soul gives him the glory and 
the praise; for such are his doings to them that 
serve him with a willing pied And many 
precious seasons we enjoy in the presence of God, 
with the many faithful messengers whom he 
hath drawn in his love, to visit us ; and many of 
them, I believe, if not all, remember thee in their 
prayers to the Lord, for thy preservation and 
safety every way; and many there are whom God 
hath raised in his infinite love, to sound forth the 
day of salvation; and their trumpets have given 
: certain sound; and it is a gladdening to my 
eart to see Truth prosper; and I believe it will 


increase from one end of the earth to the other. 
t, is the desire of my soul. 
let not the care thou hast for 
over hard upon thee; for I want for 
which is good; the Lord makes up all 

want ; only remember me in that bond 


The Lord increase j 
So my dear love, 
me lay 
nothing 
and every 
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And in this inexpres- 


Thy true and loving wife, 
Auice E.us.”’ 
The following letter was no doubt addressed to 


Samuel Bowne, son of John Bowne, of Flushing, 


Long Island, who in the year 1063 was imprisoned 
by the Dutch government of New Amsterdam, 
and was shipped off to Holland, on account of his 
faithfulness to his Christian principles. He was 
an eminent minister of the gospel, as was also 
the son to whom this letter was addressed : 
«‘ Philadelphia, the 11th of the Ist mo., 1698-9. 

Dear friend, Samuel Bound,—After true love 
to thee, by this know, that I was somewhat 
uneasy that I parted so suddenly with thee and 
George Langlay; however it is gladness to my 
mind to see thy zeal for Truth, and thine and 
thy wife’s dedication to the service of it; it is 
also my great comfort, to sce so many that are 
stirred up with love to the Truth; and I desire 
that all Friends may labour to walk in it; and 
that Friends may come out of all that which tends 
to improper liberty, or to gratify a vain mind, 
whether in house or habit, loose talking or walk- 
ing; and as well in monthly meetings for busi- 
ness, as in other meetings, that Friends may sit 
under an awful sense of the presence of God in 
their minds; and whatever comes before you to 
consider, keep in peace and love; and labour to 
be all of one mind, and take care to prevent all 
such words or discourses, as may in any way stir 
up heats or aggravate one another. Let Christ 
be head and master and governor; and then will 
you feel, in yourselves, the increase of that unity 
which always attended faithful brethren. It was 
said to be like the oil that was poured on the 
head of Aaron, and as the dew of Hermon’s hill, 
or the rain upon the mountains of Zion. Advise 
Friends to be true in retirement, and that they 
may feel no contentment till Truth fill their hearts; 
and that Friends may bring their children to 
meetings with them ; and that none be too much 
set upon business, but rather spend some time to 
see one another in your particular meetings ; and 
put Friends in mind to keep up their week-day 
meetings through your island; also that the 
es, a people may not disesteem the elder that 
have been true in their time. I am somewhat of 
a mind that the Lord will enlarge Friends in your 
island, if they be true to him; and I further 
advise all to take care not to touch with that 
ranting spirit, nor to show any pity to it; but in 
God’s wisdom and power to stand over it; I never 
saw any to prosper that ever lent it any assistance. 
Fail not to write once a year to thy wife’s mother 
in England. Let honest George Law see my let- 
ter; my love is much to him; he behaved him- 
self to me like a man, a friend, and a faithful 
brother; and the Lord’s goodness filled his heart 
often. The Lord thoroughly work him into that 
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frame of mind in which he may faithfully serve 
him in all things. So with true love to thee, 
thy wife and friends, 
I remain thy true friend, 
Wo. ELLs.” 





Extracts from an Address of Wm. D. Kelly, 
delivered at the Coloured Department of the 
House of Refuge, Phila., 12th mo. 31st, 1849. 


Crime is as old as the world; and society has 
been engaged, constaftly and by various means, 
in endeavouring to protect itself against the cri- 
minal propensities of its members. In early 
days, it forfeited the life of the criminal. The 
axe, the sword, the gibbet, and the gallows, were 
its penal institutions. It sought to deter men 
from crime by the influence of terror, and to vin- 
dicate the majesty of its laws, and avenge the 
injured citizen by the death of the offender. To 
this sanguinary system succeeded the penitentiary 
and the galley, wherein the convict, herding with 
the vicious and unfortunate, was to be restrained 
from doing harm, and secluded from virtuous 
associations. The effort of society was still to 
ae itself by punishing the violator of its 

aws. The peace and safety of its worthy mem- 

bers were supposed to depend on the height of 
the walls and the strength of the bars and bolts 
of its prisons. Such was, also, its method of 
dealing with pauperism, that fruitful mother of 
crime. The hard conditions to which penury 
subjects its victims—whether it results from 
vicious habits, or descends as an inheritance, or 
is the consequence of lingering disease contracted 
in the too sedulous pur:uit of some unwholesome 
but ill-paid branch of industry—its rags, filth, 
and deformity, were ever as they now are, pain- 
ful to the eye of wealth, power, and refinement. 
They would have such loathsome objects re- 
moved from view; and remote from the centres 
of fashion, but near the town, rose the poor-house, 
in which orphaned infancy might learn its first 
lisping phrases from the profane lips of the gray 
and decrepid wreck left by a life of vagrancy and 
infamy. Society sought only to protect itself— 
and, exhausting its energies in vain endeavours 
to restrain the dangerous, and seclude the dis- 
agreeable, it wondered that crime and misery 
should continue to increase. 

Reform was needed; and the fathers of our 
commonwealth began the good work. In this 
field, Pennsylvania was emphatically the pioneer. 
Her statesmen were the first to recognize in the 
convict, a brother and co-heir of heaven, and to 
embody in the penal system of a great common- 
wealth, the sublime morality of the Gospel. 
While they protected society by the safe seclu- 
sion of the offender, they endeavcured to make 
his seclusion compatible with self-respect and 
hope for the future. Separating the convict 
from his companions in crime, they provided him 
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with instruction in some available trade or calling 
that, when he again entered the busy world, he 
should possess, indefeasibly, the means of gaining 
an honest livelihood. Beholding in him a man, 
they desired to make him a Jaw unto himself, to 
quicken and develop his intellect, arouse his 
moral sentiments, and impress and ennoble him 
by the power and beauty of holiness. Knowing 
the value of habits of industry, and the coldness 
and suspicion the discharged convict must en- 
counter, they gave him an interest in the results 
of his labor, as a substantial and appreciable 
evidence of their desire to restore him to the 
unrestrained enjoyment of the legitimate plea. 
sures of life. Henceforth, leaving vengeance to 
Him to whom it belongs, society was to protect 
itself, not by punishing, but by reforming, the 
criminal. Bars and bolts were still to restrain 
him; but, meanwhile, loving sympathy was to 
strive to soften his indurated heart, wisdom to 
enlighten his darkened mind, and religion to 
awaken his dormant soul. 

The Christian doctrine of reformation and for- 
giveness, asserted in Pennsylvania’s penal system, 
and vindicated by its effects, it was for society to 
apply more widely in such institutions, and with 
such details as experience might suggest, and the 
condition cf the community require. The lesson 
was not wasted on the people of Philadelphia. 
Who can tell the amount of crime prevented, 
misery relieved, or anguish assuaged by the Mag- 
dalen Society, and its younger sister, the Rosine 
Association? or by the humane management of 
the Moyamensing House for the Employment 
and Instruction of the Poor? To the last named 
institution the homeless vagrant, discharged from 
jail friendless and penniless, may turn his steys 
with the assurance that some of the comforts of 
home—employment, wages, and cheering but 
judicious words of sympathy—await him, if he is 
ready to struggle once more for victory, in the 
battle of life. 

To this, or rather to these classes, for they are 
preventive as well as reformatory, belongs the 
House of Refuge. Its external appearance 3s 
that of a prison. Like the prison, it secludes its 
inmates from society, and subjects them to the 
care of officers and the discipline appointed by 
law. It is, however, a school. It is so considered 
by our legislature, and has been so called by the 
Supreme Court of the State. “The object of the 
charity is reformation, by training its inmates to 
industry; by imbuing their minds with principles 
of morality and religion ; by furnishing them with 
means to earn a living; and, above all, by sepa 
rating them from the corrupting influence of im- 
proper associates. We are indebted for the 
establishment of the refuge to the Christian 
energies of the Philadelphia Society for alleviat- 
ing the miseries of Public Prisons. I say Chris- 
tian energies ! for the society is composed of men 
less devoted than John Howard, and assisted by 
women less devoted than Elizabeth Fry, but who 
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are all animated by the loving spirit that made 
their names immortal. At the suggestion of this 
society, general meeting of the citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia was held on the 4th of February, 1826, 
for the purpose of establishing a House of Refuge 
for Juvenile Delinquents. he sae resolved 
to establish such an institution; and adopted 
measures to obtain the requisite funds, and an 
act of the legislature incorporating the contribu- 
tors. On the 2lst of the succeeding June, the 
corner stone of the White Department was laid. 
Oa the 29th of November, 1828, that department 
was formally opened ; and, on the 8th of the fol- 
lowing December, the first youth was committed 
to the care and custody of the Managers of the 
Refuge. Since then, twenty-one years have 
elapsed, and more than twenty-five hundred boys 
and girls have been admitted to the institution. 
Subdued, enlightened, and encouraged by its ex- 
cellent system of discipline and instruction, some 
of its inmates have gone forth to act no humble 
part in the pursuit of high and just aims. Evi- 
dences of public confidence and esteem have not 
been withheld from them. Energy, capacity, 
and integrity have, in more than one instance, 
secured posts of public trust and honor to former 
inmates of the Refuge for Delinquents ; and hun- 
dreds of them are now filling, with propriety, the 
responsible positions of husband, wife, and parent, 
master, friend, and citizen. 

In January, 1846, a communication from the 
society whose earlier labours had established the 
White Department was received by the Board, 
requesting them to apppoint a committee to con- 
fer with a committee from the society as to the 
best means of establishing a coloured department. 
The request was complied with. The committees 
met ; and, on the 3d of the following April, the 
Board pledged the institution to appropriate 
$25,000 towards the purchase of a site and the 
erection of suitable buildings for the purpose, 
provided a like sum should be contributed to the 
object by private subscription within one year 
from that date. On the 19th of the same month, 
a public meeting of citizens friendly to the object 
convened, and appointed a committee of thirty to 
collect the sum required from the public. Most 
of the gentlemen appointed on the committee 
entered upon their labours with commendable 
zeal, The result of all their labour was a sub- 
scription of 15,000 dollars—one-tenth of which 
was the contribution of one whose generous 
impulses know no other restraint than a dread of 
popular applause. 

, © corner stone of this edifice was laid on the 
me of July, 1848, Kighteen months have 

elapsed; and, had the Managers waited till the 

proposed sum had been subscribed, [ fear the 

stone would not yet have been hewn; but, 

through their well-direeted energy and enter- 

prise, the buildings are ready to receive one hun- 
red inmates, 


The colored man is depressed by the causes 


that depress the white man; and the agencies 
which strengthen and develop the Anglo-Saxon 
child would, if fairly applied, give him a sturdy 
competitor in his darker neighbour. The existence 
of a coloured community in our midst is coeval 
with slavery. Its members encounter not only 
the prejudice of colour; but, go where they may, 
let their worth and ability be what they may, 
they are recognized as the descendants of slaves, 
and too often treated as though they deserved no 
better than their father’s fate. They are with 
us, yet not of us. Dwelling in our midst, they 
are a distinct community. Denied the right 
of citizenship, they are still subject to our laws; 
and we can no more neglect their moral, intel- 
lectual, and social condition with impunity, than 
we can expect contagious disease to desolate their 
poor homes and leave our loved ones untouched. 
[I know not how to speak of them asa community. 
Numbering less than one-twelfth of our popula- 
tion, living chiefly in dependent employments, 
with comparatively few sources of revenue, and 
fewer wholesome incentives to ambition, they 
nevertheless present to the eye of the careful 
observer as wide a range of character, and per- 
haps of condition, as is exhibited by society at 
large. Slavery being the negation of man’s 
right to himself, it, of course, denies him the 
right to possess or accumulate property. It 
necessarily keeps him in ignorance. Whether 
manumitted on our own soil by the wise legisla- 
tion of our fathers, or elsewhere through the 
promptings of benevolence, they all came to free- 
dom in poverty and ignorance. Yet, despite all 
adverse circumstances, they are an improving 
people. They have their own churches and 
private schools. They maintain and conduct 
associations for benevolent and literary purposes. 
Rising above the menial stations their fathers 
filled, they are engaged in mechanical pursuits, 
in trade, and in at least two of the learned pro- 
fessions ; many of them have acquired real estate, 
and a few live on incomes from their capital, 
which they manage with tact and judgment. I 
will not ask whether, as a people, they are capa- 
ble of cultivation. They had answered that ques- 
tion affirmatively and satisfactorily to our com- 
munity, before it appropriated one of its commo- 
dious public grammar school buildings for the 
education of coloured children. 

From the abodes of want, ignorance, and vice, 
gentlemen of the Board of Managers, are to come 
the larger part of the future inmates of this de- 
partment of your institution. It will be your 
privilege to transplant them into intelligent, vir- 
tuous, and pious homes. You mustreceive them 
in nakedness, for their ragged garments would 
pollute your premises. They are blind, and you 
are to be to them eyes ; they are lame, and you 
are to be to them feet. In right of birth they 
are men, entitled to reason’s large discourse ; but 
their nobler faculties lie all undeveloped. They 
know not the power of emulation, and are stran- 
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gers to ambition ; their only hope having biewssh to 
ive as well fed animals. Your looks of kindness 
and your words of sympathy are to awaken them 
to a new life, and your generous counsel to 
strengthen them in its paths. 








—————— 
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oo 


It will no doubt be a satisfaction to many of our 
readers to find, that our Meeting for Sufferings has 
presented to the legislature of this State a forcible 
remonstrance against the repeal of a pait of the law 
enacted in 1847, to prevent kidnapping, and for 
other purposes connected with the protection of our 
colored population ; a copy of which is inserted iu 
the present number. The law in question is un- 
doubtedly.an important one, strictly constitutional, 
and as far as appears, quite satisfactory to the citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania. While the judiciary com- 
mittee admit the existence of the abuses which this 
law was designed and calculated to correct, and 
thus furnish an argument not easily answered 
against its repeal, they do not professto have dis- 
covered any indication of public opinion demanding 
a change, but merely express a belief that ‘it 
would have a soothing tendency upon our relations 
with our sister states, to show that we are willing 
to make some sacrifices for the peace and safety of 
the Union.” 


It yet remains to be proved that the peace or 
safety of the Union is endangered by any provisions 
of this law; and it may be reasonably hoped that 
the citizens of this State will never be so regardless 
of the moral government of our gracious Creator, as 
to seek the peace and safety of the Union by the 
sacrifice of the rights of our colored population, 
who, though equally with ourselves amenable to the 
laws of the commonwealth, are debarred from any 
participation in the choice of those whoare entrusted 
with their enactment or execution As no other 
reason is assigned for the proposed repeal, it may be 
fairly presumed the committee had no other to 
offer. Hence we find the motive, virtually if not ex- 
plicitly avowed ; and the plan appears to be to con- 
ciliate the holders of slaves, by sacrificing the rights 
of the free. 


As we fully believe that the citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania are generally averse to the exposure of our 
free colored people to the hazard of being carried 
into hopeless and hereditary slavery, at the fiat of 
the inferior judiciary officers of the State, and that 
they would greatly prefer maintaining the law of 
1847 as it now stands, we would respectfully sug- 
gest to our Pennsylvania readers, the expediency of 
circulating in their respective neighborhoods, re- 
monstrances against the enactment of the bill now 
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before the Legislature, and forwarding them to 

Harrisburg without needless delay. The following 

or a similar farm would probably answer the 

purpose. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

We the undersigned citizens of County, 
Pennsylvania, respectfully, but earnestly, remon- 
strate against the passege of any law repealing the 
whole or any part of the “ Act to prevent kidnap. 
ping, preserve the public peace, and prohibit the 
exercise of certain powers heretofore exercised by 
Judges, Justices of the Peace, Aldermen, and Jailors 
in this Commonwealth, passed March 3d, 1847.” 

Duplicates might be signed at one time, one for 
the Senate and the other for the House of Rep. 
resentatives, 





The message of Governor Johnston, accompanving 
the communication from Virginia and Georgia, ap- 
pears of so important a character ; the subject to 
which it relates is discussed in so able a manner, 
and in a spirit so complacent, yet so firm, that we 
trust our readers will not think the space which it 
occupies greater than its meritsdemand. As many 
of our subscribers reside beyond the ordinary range 
of our Pennsylvania newspapers, it is presumable 
that, to some of them, this important document may 
be new. A few passages, which did not appear es- 
sential to the argument, have been omitted. About 
half of what we design to publish, is introduced into 
the present number. 





The notice which we have admitted this week 
in regard to the capabilities and prospects of Cali- 
fornia, may be justly considered as evidence of the 
importance of the provision which has been intro- 
duced into their constitution, relative to slavery. To 
preserve sucha country from the blighting, benumb- 
ing, and demoralizing influence of such a system, 
is an object, the importance of which is not likely 
to be over estimated. It would seem indeed, as 
though the North American continent was likely to 
accomplish, by means of a system of confederated 
governments, what philanthropists and statesmen 
have been labonring for ages to effect. It appears 
within the limits not only of possibility, but of actual 
probability, that such a union of states may be ex- 
tended from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the polar circle, as will pre- 
serve that wide domain from hostile convulsions. 
But to accomplish this desideratum the expurgation 
of the system from the pollution of slavery is un 
questionably essential. As long as our social sy* 
tem contains this element of discord, so long we 
must expect to find the wheels of government to 
move in a jarring and irregular manner. 
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Bat while we are sensible of the growing impor- 
tance of this new State, we should be far from 
giving an impetus to the tide of emigration. There 
can be no reasonable doubt that a large part of those 
who leave their comfortable homes in the Atlantic 
states, in search of wealth among the mines of Cali- 
fornia, will return grievously disappointed, if they 
returnatall. The history of mining operations in 
other lands, has sufficiently proved that the profits 
are much more precarious than we generally imagine. 
Indeed the fact stated in this account, that these 
mines have at some unknown time been extensively 
explored, seems to indicate that the results did 
not furnish inducements to continue the labour. 

To those especially of our Society, who appreciate 
the advantages of religious fellowship, ii appears 
that the mountains and rivers of this western El 
Dorado, can offer but few attractions. 

Besides it would be well to remember that the 
unavoidable exposure to which the emigrants, those 
particularly who engage in the active search for 
gold,must be subjected, can hardly fail to be greatly 
injurious to their constitutions, and ultimately de- 
structive to life. At the same time we may reflect 
that a number of years must probably slide away, 
before Friends will be located there in sufficient 
numbers, and so far concentrated as toafford any of 
the benefits and privileges of religious society. 
And it is generally admitted that those who are 
educated as Friends, can seldom amalgamate ad- 
vantageously in religious communion with persons 
of other persuasions, however respectable and 
sincere. 


TT — 


Diep,—On the 7th inst., after a short illness of 
apoplexy, Warren Girrorp, an approved Minister 
of Dartmouth Monthly Meeting, Mass. He was 
seized about five o’clock in the afternoon, and died 
about three the next morning. Though thus sud- 
denly removed, we are consoled in the trust that 
this dear friend has entered into his rest. 





WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


om Committee to superintend the Boarding 
School at West Town, will meet there on Sixth day, 
the 5th of next month, at 10 o’clock, A. M. The 
meeting of the Committee on Instruction to be held 
on the evening of the preceding day, at 74 o’clock. 
The Visiting Committee will attend the semi- 
annual examin: tion, commencing on Third day 
same oe and closing on Fifth day afternoon of the 
Ph week. Tuomas Kimser, Clerk. 
ilada., 3d mo. 23d, 1850. 2t. 


WANTED, 


A person to take a house 
partly furnished, with 
fly’ te boarders; rent will be taken in boarding, or 
na Ouse may be had with one boarder only, if 
Preterred. Enquire at the office of Friends’ Review. 
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To the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Pennsylvania: 


The Remonstrance of the Representatives of the 
Religious Society of Friends, commonly called 
Quakers, in Pennsylvania, &c., respectfully 
represents : 


That we have learned with deep regret, that 
a Bill is now pending in the Legislature, which 
proposes to repeal the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th See- 
tions of the Law of 1847, entitled an Act to pre- 
vent Kidnapping, Xe. 

As the 8th Section of this Act abrogates all 
former laws of this State on the subject, the effect 
of the pending bill, should it become a Jaw, will 
be to give to Aldermen and Justices of the Peace 
in this Commonwealth, the power to hear and de- 
termine fugitive cases, under the law of Congress 
of 1793. The practical operation of this will be 
to confer on State officers, whose jurisdiction in 
civil cases is limited to the sum of one hundred 
dollars, and whose judgment is not final upon a 
question of property exceeding in value six dol- 
lars, the authority to decide, without appeal, and 
upon any evidence which they may deem satis- 
factory, the freedom or the slavery of any person 
of colour who may be claimed as a fugitive from 
servitude. 

The many and gross abuses which grew out of 
the exercise of this power, were long a source of 
serious complaint to the citizens of this Common- 
weaith, and called forth repeated Legislative 
action in order to remedy them and to protect our 
colored population from being seized and carried 
into slavery, under color of legal proceedings. 

Numerous well attested cases are known to 
have occurred, in which free men were violently 
seized, haled before a magistrate who was in 
league with the men-stealers, and by a summary 
process suddenly consigned to hopeless servitude 
in distant States, beyond the reach of those means 
by which their undoubted right to liberty could 
be legally asserted. 

The Report of the Judiciary Committee of the 
House, to whom the bill we are commenting upon 
was referred, fully admits these facts. ‘“ There 
is no doubt, says the Committee, that many 
frauds were practised by constables and other 
kidnappers, in collusion with certain justices of 
the peace, who lent their aid to such nefarious 
purposes, whereby colored persons were sent into 
bondage in other states, as fugitives, when they 
were undoubtedly free.” 

When we consider the inestimable value of 
liberty as enjoyed by the freemen of this Com- 
monwealth ; that the loss of it by those unhappy 
individuals who were thus “ nefariously sent into 
bondage,” involved the deprivation of their social 
and domestic comforts, the sacrifice of their pro- 
perty, and the severance of the dearest ties of 
life; that the slavery to which they were thus 
wrongfully condemned, is declared by the afore- 
said Report “to bea state founded in violence 
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and supported alone by power,” and that it 
inflicts grievous oppressions and cruelties upon 
its victims ; we may form some idea, though but 
a very imperfect one, of the injustice and violence 
which, by the admission of the Committee, attend- 
ed the execution of the law of Congress by 
Aldermen and Justices of the Peace. 


It is this state of things which the bill under 
consideration proposes again to introduce; and 
that too, without those guards which the Act of 
1826 provided for the security of our citizens. 
While these were in force, they exerted a salutary 
restraint upon the subordinate officers, and ren- 
dered the kidnapping of free men a more difficult 
task. To restore this power to Aldermen and 
Justices without any such restraints, will be to 
render the state of things worse than it was prior 
to the enactment of the law of 1847, and to open 
a wide door for the practice of kidnapping under 
cover of the law of Congress for reclaiming fugi- 
tives from labor. 


If but a single free colored person could be 
shown to have been thus fraudulently “ sent into 
bondage,” under the corrupt system which the 
bill proposes to re-establish, the probability of the 
recurrence of such a wrong, would be a sufficient 
argument against a return to it; but how much 
additional force is given to it, when the Judiciary 
Committee declare that “many [such] frauds 
were practised,” and “colored persons were [thus] 
sent into bondage in other states, as fugitives, 
when they were undoubtedly free.” 


The law of 1847 is pronounced by the Judi- 
ciary Committee to be “a legal and constitutional 
exercise of State legislative power, as recognized 
by the Supreme Court of the United States and 
of this State.” It was the result of careful ex- 
amination and deliberate thought, in compliance 
with the request of numerous citizens of this 
Commonwealth, and was enacted, we believe, 
without a dissenting voice in either house. Its 
operation has been beneficial in protecting the 
free colored population, and preventing those 
scenes of tumult and violence, with which the at- 
tempt to seize and carry away alleged fugitives 
from labour, was often attended. 


The proposal to repeal the Sections alluded to, 
or any other part of the Act of 1847, does not 
appear to have originated from any application 
previously made to the Legislature, asking for 
such a measure, or from any expression of dissat- 
isfaction on the part of our citizens with any of 
its provisions. 

We ‘would respectfully suggest that a law 
enacted as this was, with the unanimous consent 
of the members of the Legislature, after mature 
deliberation, and in accordance with the solicita- 
tion of a large number of their constituents. 
and which many hoped would permanently set 
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evidence that it was operating upon them jy 
juriously. 

The fourth Section of the law is one of great 
importance to the peace of the State, and the ge. 
curity of its citizens. The power of the States to 
enact laws for the preservation of the public 
peace within their jurisdiction, in fugitive cases, 
is fully and clearly recognized by the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the case of Prigg; 
and this fourth Section is so unobjectionable jp 
its character, that it seems difficult to conceive 
any good reason for its repeal. Without ques. 
tioning the alleged right of the master to arrest 
and carry away his slave, without opposing any 
restriction or obstacle to his peaceably doing so ; 
it simply provides that he shall not attempt the 
performance of the act, ‘in a riotous, violent, 
tumultuous, or unreasonable manner.” 

The scenes of disorder and outrage, of which 
our citizens were often compelled to be reluctant 
witnesses, before the enactment of this clause, 
and the favorable change which has since taken 
place, furnish a strong and unanswerable argu- 
ment in support of the Section and against its 
repeal. 

Should it now be rescinded by the Legislature, 
it will be virtually granting a license to the 
claimant to disturb the peace, and outrage the 
feelings of the community, by adopting with im- 
punity any means, which his excited and unbridled 
passions may dictate, for seizing and carrying 
away his victim. 

When we consider how repugnant to the fecl- 
ings and judgment of ourcitizens, slavery and its 
concomitant evils are, we have reason to appre- 
hend that the encouragement thus given to the 
unrestrained exertion of despotic power, will re- 
sult in scenes of tumult and riot, destructive of 
the peace, and prejudicial to the character of the 
Commonwealth. 

While the Judiciary Committee acknowledge 
in their Report, that “ evils have resulted” from 
the officers of the State aiding in the execution of 
the provision in the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Act of Congress of 1793,” yet 
they say, “on the whole, it would have a sooth- 
ing tendency upon our relations with our sister 
States, to show that we are willing to make some 
sacrifices for the peace and safety of the Union.” 

We conceive that it is not only the unques- 
tionable right, but it is also clearly the duty, of 
the free States, to protect their own colored pop- 
ulation from the rapacity of avaricious and un- 
principled men; and that the great object of the 
law of 1847, is to afford that protection and to pre- 
serve the public peace; and that it infringes upon 
no right guarantied by the Constitution to other 
States. We are persuaded that a repeal of any 
of the provisions of that law, would be less a com- 
promise of policy, than a sacrifice of principle— 


at rest this long debated subject, ought not to be | not a compromise of the rights of the whites, so 
changed without a strong expression of dissatis- | much as a surrender of the peace, the safety, and 
faction from your fellow-citizens, and the clearest ' the liberties of the free people of colour of Penn- 
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———————— 
‘toanta, who are not permitted to plead their own 
ae Legislative halls ; and whose rights it 
would be unjust to surrender, under the illusory 
‘dea of its “ having a tendency to promote har- 
mony,” or “ removing any supposed cause of 
ence. 
“Tod the last words of David, the wise and 
pious king of Israel, we find it declared: “ He 
that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the 
fear of God.” A compliance with this, is the 
only solid basis on which we can safely rest our 
hopes, that the Almighty Governor of the Uni- 
verse, who controls the destinies of nations, will 
bless and preserve in peace our beloved country. 

If we attempt to soothe others, or to promote 
harmony, by acts of injustice towards any of his 
rational creation, entitled, equally with ourselves 
to the protection of the laws, and the enjoyment 
of their civil rights; we may well fear, that He, 
who is the Refuge of the poor and the oppressed, 
and a God who judgeth nations as well as indi- 
viduals, will not only frustrate our plans, but 
cause our ‘own iniquity to correct us, and our 
backsliding to reprove us.” 

We feel religiously bound earnestly to remon- 
strate against the passage of the bill in question ; 
and desire that it may please the Most High, so 
to influence the hearts of our legislators, that 
their proceedings in this important matter, may 
be in conformity with that excellent and compre- 
hensive rule, laid down by the great Christian 
Law-giver, our blessed Lord and Saviour,— 
‘‘Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also even so unto them.” 

Signed by direction and on behalf of a meeting 
of the Representatives of the Religious Society of 
Friends, commonly called Quakers, in Pennsyl- 
vania, &e., held in Philadelphia, the 22d of the 
Third month, 1850. 

Witi1aM Evans, Clerk. 


From the North American and U. 8. Gazette. 
MESSAGE OF GOVERNOR JOHNSTON, 


Transmitting the Resolutions of the Legislatures 
of Virginia and Georgia relative to Northern 
Alggressions. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of Pennsylvania : 
GENTLEMEN,—The States of Virginia and 

Georgia have transmitted to the Executive De- 

partment of this Commonwealth resolutions in 

reference to the preservation of the Union, the 
institution of slavery, and complaining of certain 
alleged violations of the Constitution of the 

United States. A respectful courtesy to those 

distinguished members of the Confederacy de- 

inands from the Government of Pennsylvania an 
early and calm consideration of the grievances 
thus presented, 

‘ The known character of the citizens of this 

eemonwealth, for their faithful adherence to 
¢ National Constitution ; their deep veneration 

or, and attachment to, the National Union, and 
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their uniform respect and regard for the rights, 
privileges, and happiness of the citizens of the 
other States of the Confederacy, is a sufficient 
pledge that they would feel deeply wounded, 
should their representatives, by silence and ac- 
quiescence, seem to admit, that they or their 
government, were justly obnoxious to the asser- 
tion that they “had commenced, and were per- 
sisting in, a system of encroachment upon the 
Constitution and rights of a portion of the people 
of this confederacy, which is alike unjust and 
dangerous to the peace and perpetuity of this 
glorious Union.” 

Persuaded that there exists no unkind feeling 
among our citizens, to any other portion of the 
Confederacy, and that a cordial love for the Na- 
tional Constitution and Union pervades our 
entire population, it is deemed a pleasaut duty 
to transmit those resolutions to your honourable 
bodies, that the necessary measures may be 
adopted, after a candid consideration of the whole 
subject, to give a decided negative to the com- 
plaints of our sister repubtics, if they have done 
our people and government injustice in these 
charges; and if otherwise, to offer the amplest 
assurance, that the speediest remedies will be pro- 
vided to redress any just grievances. This action 
is necessary in order that no truthful accusation 
of a wilful and wanton breach of the Constitution, 
infidelity to the national Union, or invasion of 
the rights of others, shall stain the social history 
of Pennsylvania. 

The wrongs alleged may be classified as fol- 
lows : 

First—That the people of the non-slavehold- 
ing States have encroached upon the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Second—That they have dene acts hostile to 
the peace and perpetuity of the National Union. 

Third—That they have unjustly, dangerously 
and injuriously trespassed upon the rights of 
other portions of the Confederacy. 

These are grave charges against the faith and 
honour of this Commonwealth—and hence the 
necessity of a careful examination of their jus- 
tice and truth. 

Questions connected with the slavery of the 
coloured race have given origin to these com- 
plaints. 

It is not necessary to discuss the abstract ques- 
tion of slavery. If it were now to be established; 
if the foot-prints of the bondman were now, for 
the first time to mark the soi] of our common 
country; if the Constitution were now to be 
formed, it would be our duty to enter our solemn 
protest against its introduction or recognivion. 

The Constitution of the United States, how- 
ever, having guaranteed to a certain extent the 
existence of slavery, and recognized the rights of 
the people of the slaveholding states in their 
peculiar property, all such discussions in reference 
to the institution as it exists in those States, are 
properly precluded by a just sense of constitu. 
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been, any disposition on the part of the Govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania, to interfere. 


Pennsylvania had been a slave-holding state. 
The introduction and use of servile labour and 
the moral and political degradation of the colour- 
ed race, had been engrafted upon her liberal 
institutions by the cupidity of our British ances- 
try. While the Revolution and the separation 


of the colonies from the mother country were in 
progress, and before the recognition of their 


independence by the government of Great Bri- 


tain, her Legislature by the act of the Ist March, 
1789, abolished slavery within her borders. 


The preamble to this act, in strong and appro- 
priate language, expresses an abhorrence of that 


condition of cruel bondage to which the arms and 


tyranny of Great Britain were exerted to reduce 


us; acknowledges the beneficent agency of the 
Supreme God in our deliverance from the threat- 
ened dangers, and admits the great injustice and 
wrong done to the servile race, by means where- 
of they had been “ deprived of the common bless- 
ings to which they were by nature entitled,” and 
then, in commemoration of our own happy escape 
from tyrannic and despotic power, provides that 
all persons, as well negroes and mulattoes as 
others, who shall be born within this state from 
and after the date of said act, should not be 
deemed and considered servants for life or slaves. 

The further provisions of this humane law re- 
late to the registry of slaves, the service of their 
children, their support when left indigent, their 
trial for offences ; and whilst it thus declared in 
most express terms that no man or woman of any 
nation or colour, except registered slaves, shall at 
any time thereafter be deemed, adjudged, or 
holden within the territories of this Common- 
wealth as slaves or servants for life, but as free 
men and free women, it makes provision for the 

roperty of non-residents in slaves or servants for 
ife, who may be sojourners for a period of six 
months. On the 29th March, 1788, another 
act intended to cure the defects of the act of Ist 
March, 1780, was passed. These enactments 
made Pennsylvania a non-slaveholding State, and 
in terms of the clearest and strongest character, 
marked the determination of her people to abol- 
ish forever servile labour within her borders. 
Whilst the preamble to the first act recited and 
embodied the reasons for the abolition of, and 
expressed her feclings in relation to the institu- 
tion of slavery, it turnished notice of the most 
authentic kind of her determined resistance to its 
increase and extension. 

The Congress of the States in session in New 
York, (Virginia, Georgia, and Pennsylvania be- 
ing represented therein,) on the 13th of July, 
1737, passed an ordinance, with great unanimity, 
that slavery orinvoluntary servitude should never 
be established, except for crime, within the then 
territories of the confederated States. There is 


With slavery, therefore, in the 
several States, there is not now, and never has 
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no excepting or saving clause; no line of com. 
promise, or designation of degrees of latitude, to 
limit the area of freedom, but an entire, absolute 
and unconditional prohibition of the institution t 
all the territories then under the jurisdiction of 
Congress. 

The act of 1780 had given notice to the other 
States of the views entertained by Pennsylvania 
on this important subject. The ordinance of the 
13th July, 1787, was conceived in the same 
spirit, and gave an assurance that the evils of 
human bondage should never be extended, and 
would eventually cease to exist among a free peo- 
ple. It was in this belief that the citizens of 
Pennsylvania consented to a constitution which 
recognized, to some extent, the institution of 
slavery. 

The constitution being adopted, went into ope- 
ration on the 2d April, 1789. It contains the 
following provisions, directly or indirectly con- 
nected with the servitude of the coloured race:— 

First. As regards representation, it provides 
“ That representation and direct taxation shall 
be apportioned among the several States, which 
may be included within this Union, according to 
their respective numbers, which shall be deter- 
mined by adding to the whole number of free 
persons, including those bound to service for a 
term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three-fifths of all other persons.” 

Second. The migration or importation of such 
persons as any of the States, now existing, shall 
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by 
Congress prior to the year 1808, but a tax or 
duty may be imposed on such importation not 
exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

Third. No person held to service or labour in 
one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall, in consequence of any law or regu- 
lation therein, be discharged from such service or 
labour, but shall be delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labour may be 
due. 

The provision in the Constitution limiting the 
duration of the slave traffic, and the act of the 
National Congress immediately preceding ts 
adoption, in relation to its non-extension to the 
territories of the Union, would seem to leave no 
doubt upon the mind, that it was the intention 
and meaning of the framers of the Constitution 
to prevent the extension and increase of human 
slavery, and, at an early period, secure its entire 
abolition in the several states. The qualified 
representation of the servile race, and the delivery 
of fugitives, were concessions made to the people 
of the slaveholding states. : 

To this organic law, containing these provi 
sions, Pennsylvania gave her assent. ; 

That this Commonwealth has been faithful in 
the discharge of all her federal obligations, 1t 1s 
believed can be made manifest. It is true that 


her business pursuits have been frequently inter- 
rupted—it is true that her just weight im the 
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imaginary lines, tending to engender and keep 
alive sectional jealousies and prejudices. 


[Te be continued.) 


il ‘Is has been lessened by the rep- 
Neto = servile seas tacsestadile she 
paar felt it a duty faithfully to discharge 
wr obligations a8 & member of the National 
a institution of slavery has assumed a new 

sition and importance by the successful attempt 
to extend it beyond its original limits. In every 
instance of the kind this Commonwealth has 
raised her voice in earnest protest. In the writ- 
ten Constitution, to the observance of whose pro- 
visions her faith had been pledged, there was 
found no authority for its introduction into new 
and after-acquired territory. With the knowledge 
that the framers of the Constitution had taken a 

rt in the deliberations of the Congress of 1787, 
and that the intention of their ordinance was the 
preservation from the malign influences of slavery 
of all the territory then belonging to the Union ; 
it was reasonable to suppose that any acquiescence 
on her part in the acquisition of immense regions 
to be covered with slavery, would be given with 
great reluctance. The same liberality of senti- 
ment that breathed in the Declaration of the 
National Independence, the same ardent love of 
human freedom that conceived the ordinance of 
1787, the same hatred of human bondage that 
induced the abolition of the slave trade, it was 
believed would influence and direct the opinions 
and actions of the descendants of those illustrious 
fathers who placed these proud memorials among 
the venerated archives of the Republic. 

At the time of the admission of Missouri, it is 
well known with what unanimity this Govern- 
ment protested against the introduction of servile 
labour into that fertile region. The language of 
her protest is clear and strong; it breathes the 
true feeling cf her patriotic children. To the 
compromise line at that time adopted, it is pre- 
sumed no assent was given on her part. To have 
done so would have done violence to her _princi- 
ples, and would have been an abandonment of 
her early and cherished policy. It was an infrac- 
tion of the spirit of the ordinance of 1787, and 
was a doubtful exercise of Constitutional power, 
as well as a species of infidelity to the National 
Union. The act of 1780 abolished slavery, and 
alleged there was no human right to exact human 
bondage. The ordinance of 1787 prohibited 
slavery in the territories of the then Confedera- 
tion, and the reasons for its enactment applied as 
forcibly to the west bank of the Mississippi as 
they did to the north bank of the Ohio. 

The National Constitution contained nothing 
to authorize the acquisition of new territory and 
the erection of further slaveinstitutions. On the 
contrary, by its provisions in reference to the 
slave traffic and the concurrent events attending 
its formation, it appeared to mark limits to the 
extent and duration of the institution ; hence, 
any action enlarging its boundaries was an un- 
ee eee assumption of power. The union of 

e States was endangered by the erection of 






























RESOURCES OF CALIFORNIA. 

The following notice of the new State now ask- 
ing admissicn into the Union, is copied frem the 
New York Journal of Commerce of the 14th inst. 
The capability of the country for agricultural 
purposes, is attested by information received 
through other channels. 


The resources of California are not limited to 
her minerals, valuable as they are; for it will be 
found that she has great agricultural rescurces, 
and is remarkably well suited to grazing and to 
wine-growing. Her trade ond navigation with 
all parts of the world must ultimately render her 
the modern Tyre. 

I am led to speak more fully than I have done 
heretofore, of the representations made of the 
extent and character of the gold region. 

Hitherto, and for years to come, the gold hun- 
ters will content themselves with working the 
diluvial earth, for dust and small picces of gold, 
which have been torn frcm the hills and n.cun- 
tains by the torrents and rains. The gold un- 
doubtedly was originally imbedded in the quartz 
rock, of which there are literally mountains. 
Ranges of mountains and hills ef auriferous 
quartz extend the whole length of the Sierra 
Nevada. From these quartz rocks, Mr. Wright, 
the member of Congress elect from California, 
has brought most interesting specimens. 

One of Lis specimens, which be considers very 
interesting, is a piece of quartz chipped rudely 
off from some exposed rock ; and which bears un- 
mistakeable marks of time. It is moss covered, 
and has been exposed to rains and storms for 
ages. It chiefly consists of solid gold embedded 
in the quartz. He has also a number of boul- 
ders of gold, with quartz adhering to them, and 
which, of course, were detached by time and tor- 
rents from the mountain mass. 

Another set of specimens consists of quartz, in 
which minute particles of gold are distinctly visi- 
ble to the eye. These are very rich in their 
product. 

The next class of specimens consists of the 
ordinary white and gray quartz, of which there 
are mountains in California, and in which no gold 
is very apparent to the eye, but which yields 
eleven dollars and a half in gold to four pounds 
of rock. 

This has been tested by experiment, and I saw 
a ball of gold extracted from four pounds of the 
quartz, and worth ¢11.50. 

Few of the most intelligent men in California 
are yet much acquainted with gold mining, and 
many of them have asked Mr. Wright whether 
that quartz was worth washing!—though a ton 
of it will yield ninety thousand dollars. Mr. W. 
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gays he can make more money with a pestle and 
inortar, by crushing this rock, than a man can 
by washing earth. How vast, then, must be the 
yield of this rock, when machinery and scientific 
skill shall be applied to it! 

These mines have undoubtedly been worked 
at some period far back. Mr. Wright states that 
an opening was lately discovered in one of these 
quartz hills, and it was found to be a shaft very 
deeply sunk. Upon exploring it, three galleries 
were found leading from it, through the rock; 
all which were regular and skilfully propped on 
the sides and safely roofed. The rock was found 
to be very rich in gold, and the amount taken 
from it must have been immense. 

This fact goes to illustrate some Mexican and 
Spazish traditions, and, indeed, histories of indi- 
viduals, who have, in times past, acquired vast 
and untold treasure, but from what sources 
Spanish jealousy and cupidity would never allow 
to become known. 

Gen. Santa Anna has the largest and most 
valuable collection of gold specimens ever made— 
and they are from every province in Mexico. 

Some of these are very curious, and came out 
of the quartz rocks. One of them resembles a 
rod, and ‘is, at first appearance, a work of art. 
But on examination, there is found a covering of 
quartz ou one side of it, and running its whole 
length. Gen. Santa Anna states that he also 
knew that California was a rich gold region, but 
that Sonora was still richer. 

These gold mountains and placers in California 
are all public property, excepting Col. Fremont’s 
mine, which is on a corner of the range and laps 
on to it. This mine is his own property. All 
or nearly all the rest belong to the United States, 
and are the most valuable of all the public pro- 
perty. Col. Fremont’s mine is very rich, judg- 
ing from the specimens I have seen of it. 

There are, besides the gold, in California, 
immense mines of silver and quicksilver, which 
are not worked to any cxtent. 





NEW YORK INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF 
AND DUMB. 


The 3lst Annual Report of this Institu- 
tion shows that on the 51st of December last the 
whole number of pupils was 222; of which New 
York State supports 160; the City of New York 
16 and Jersey 9. The expenses of 28 others are 
defrayed by their friends; 1 is supported by the 
Yommissioners of Emigration; and 8 receive 
gratuitous instruction. During 1849, 32 pupils 
were admitted, and two former inmates re-admit- 
ted; 39 departed, and 8 died during the same 
period. The receipts were $53,250, and the 
disbursements $58,368 61,—leaving a balance 
against the Treasury of $2,128 57. In the re- 
ceipts is included an appropriation of $15,000 
made to extinguish a debt incurred in 1806, for 
the enlargement of the buildings. 


New York was the first to follow Pennsylyanj, 
in the good work of educating the Deaf and Dum). 
and there are now in operation on this side 9: 
the Atlantic twelve successful institutions, with 
about 4050 scholars, supported by liberal annua) 
appropriations from twenty-one States. 

It is mentioned as probable that a Conventio, 
of American Instructors of the Deaf and Duin) 
will be held at Albany during the present year, 
—N. Am. & U.S. Gaz. 


SCIENTIFIC WONDERS, 


The general confidence in science as a wonder. 
worker is unlimited ; and along with this there 
is cherished the conviction that every discovery 
and invention admits of a practical applicatior <9 
the welfare of men. Is a new vegetable brought 
to this country from abroad, or a new chemical 
compound discovered, or a novel physical phe- 
nomenon recorded : the question is immediately 
asked, cut bono? What is it good for? Is food 
or drink to be got out of it? Willit make hats 
or shoes, or cover umbrellas? Will it kill er 
heal? Will it drive a steam engine or make a 
mill go? And truly this cui bono question has 
of late been so satisfactorily answered, that we 
cannot wonder that the public should persist in 
putting it, somewhat eagerly, to every discoverer 
and inventor, and should believe that if a sub- 
stance has one valuable application, it will prove 
if further investigated, to have athousaud. (rutta 
percha has not been known in this counttly ten 
years ; and already it would be more difficuit to 
say what purposes it had not been applicd t, 
than to enumerate those to which it had been ap- 
plied. Gun-cotton had not proved in the saddest 
way its power to kill, before certain ingenious 
Americans showed that it has a remarkable power 
of healing, and forms the best sticking plaster for 
wounds. Surgeons have not employed ether and 
chloroform as aneesthetics for three years; and 
already an ether engine is at work in Lyons, and 
a chloroform engine in London. Of other sciences 
we need not speak. Chemistry has long come 
down from her atomic altitudes and elective af 
finities ; and now scours and dyes, bakes, brews, 
cooks and compounds drugs with contented com 
posure. Electricity leaves her thunderbolt in 
the sky, and, like Mereury dismissed from Olym- 
pus, acts as letter carrier and message boy. Even 
the mysterious magnetism, which once seemed a 
living principle to quiver in the compass needle, 
is unclothed of mystery, and set to driving turn- 
ing lathes. The public perceives all this, and 
has unlimited confidence in man’s power over 
nature. The credulity which formerly fell upon 
unicorns, phoonixes, mermaids, vampires, krakens, 
pestilential comets, fairies, ghosts, witches, 


charms, spectres, universal remedics, and the 
like, now tampers with chemistry, electricity and 
magnetism, as it once did with the jnvisible 
world. Shoes of swiftness, seven lcague boots, 
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and fortunatus’s wishing caps, are banished from , part of Ireland. I rejoice to say that the manu- 


the nursery; but an electro-magnetic steam fire | facturing population of Ulster are, I understand, 

balloon, which will cleave the air like a thunder- | to an individual, fully employed; and that some 

bolt, and go as straight to its destination as the branches of industry are extending themselves 

crow flies, is an invention which many hope to into Mayo and Donegal. Weavers may now be 

eee realized, before railways are quite worn to said to be at a premium there. | Would that a 

pieces. —Edinburg Review. similar state of things prevailed in the south and 
west ! 

But, perhaps, the most hopeful sign for the 
regeneration of Ireland, is in the fact, that vast 
numbers are thinking now, who never thought 
before—that, at least in degree, many are throw- 
ing off their preconceived ideas, to which they 
had clung with the pertinacity which party and 
exclusive politics occasion, from an absolute 
conviction that they must make themselves ac- 
of our fellow-creatures. quainted with the real cause of Ireland’s misery 

Truly it may be said, that a large portion of | —that the pressure is now so intense, that self- 
Ireland ‘is in a state almost without parallel. | preservation alone demands the probing to the 
The workhouses filled with their wretched and | real centre of the disease. One of the fruits of 
idle crowds, almost every moral feeling being | this is the wide and settled conviction, that there 
prostrated by the companionship of the good | must be an entire change in the laws relating to 





IRELAND AND HER SUFFERING PEASANTRY. 
To the Editors of the British Friend. 

Dear Frrenps,—I often hear that the con- 
stant recurrence of accounts of fearful sufferings, 
such as appear in the daily press, as taking place 
in the south and west, among our miserable 
peasantry, are making us, both here and in Eng- 
land, too callous to the wretched state of masses 


with the bad—doing nothing, earning nothing— 

while the doors outside are besieged by the re- | 
cipients of out-door relief ; and this taking place, 
while there are between four and five millions of | 
acres lying waste—all capable of being brought 

into profitable cultivation, by the united applica- 

tion of skill, enterprise, and capital. 

In addition, we see the better portion of our 
agricultural labourers and small farmers flocking 
to the seaports to embark for America: leaving | 
the land of their birth, from utter hopelessness | 
of being able to make out a livelihood. The 
fact is notorious, that immense tracts of land, 
once in cultivation, are now lying waste, and 
must remain so, in consequence of the poor-rates 
due on them ; to satisfy which, any stock which 
might be placed on such land would immediately 
be seized. 

And yet, how passing strange it is, that in a 
country with such a vast quantity of untilled 
valuable land, many should be talking of the 
necessity of extensive schemes of emigration, and 
plans be constantly broached to facilitate the 
transportation of our people in large masses to a 
soil less fertile than our own! 

_ How long is this state of things to continue? 
18 & question which should be before the mind of 
every right-minded individual. 

Amid this chaos of wretchedness—and how 
fearfully it is brought before us!—in the drown- 
ing of the wretched victims of Kilrush ; the de- 
struction, by alarm from fire, of a number of the 
inmates of one or more of our auxiliary work- 
houses ; and perhaps still more vividly, by the 
awful loss of life occurring through a false alarm 
of a similar kind at one of the auxiliary work- 
houses at Limerick, (in which between 500 and 
600 human beings were crammed, though never 
intended for a human habitation, )—there are yet 
some indications of a better state of things, and 
the realization of improvement in the northern 





land—that i¢ must be bought and sold as freely 
as any other commodity—that the laws of primo- 
geniture and entail have brought the country 
into its present state—that unless great and radi- 
cal changes take place, all must be involved in 
one common ruin. A wonderful change has 
taken place in many who inveterately opposed all 
approach to free trade. The opinion is now 
widely entertained, that the struggle to restore 
protection is a mere effort of the landlords to 
keep up rents; while all admit that monopoly 
for the last thirty years did less than nothing 
for the people, while it enabled the landlords 
to raise. money on their estates, and live be- 
yond their means for a while longer, only to 
involve them in hopeless and irremediable ruin. 

I would say, that while a large portion of the 
most rational of the conservative class still pro- 
fess to hold to their opinion of the evil effects of 
free trade, they yet say that the experiment 
should, now that it has been commenced, be fully 
tried, in order to ascertain the real result. 

All eyes, too, are now turned towards the pro- 
ceedings of the Encumbered Estates Commission- 
ers; and I believe we are safe in indulging 
sanguine hopes that, through their operations, an 
immense quantity of land will change hands, the 
effect of which must be eminently beneficial to 
the country. 

RicHarpd ALLEN. 

Dublin, 4th of 2nd Month, 1850. 


“ Behold, I stand at the door,.and knock.” 
Rev: iii. 20. 
In the silent midnight watches, 
List—thy bosom door! 
How it knocketh, knocketh, knocketh, 
Knocketh evermore ! 
Say not ’tis thy pulse’s beating ; 
Tis thy heart of sin: 
?Tis thy Saviour knocks, and crieth 
** Rise, and let me in.” 
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Death comes down with reckless footstep tion to the extension of slavery over territory now 


To the hal! and hut: 

Think you Death will stand a-knocking 
Where the door is shut ? 

Jesus waiteth, waiteth, waiteth ; 
But thy dvor is fast! 

Grieved, away thy Saviour goeth: 
Death breaks in at last. 


free ; and instructing the Senators, and requesting 
the Representatives in Congress, to resist all attempts 
to extend slavery over any part, however small, of 
such territory ; and to oppose the admission of new 
states into the Union, unless involuntary servitude 
shal] be excluded therefrom. This resolution was 
in effect, rejected, by a vote of 46 to 45, in favour 
of postponement to “the last Monday in April.” 
before which time the session is expected to close. 
The Nashville convention appears to be less 
favourably regarded in the South than its projectors 
expected. Jn Texas the question of sending dele- 
Hast thou then forgot, gates to the convention was submitted to the people 
Jesus waited long to know thee, on the 4th instant. Four candidates for each Con- 
But He knows thee not ! A.C. Coxe. | gressional district were recommended by the legis. 
lature. In Galveston city and county, the people 
refused to vote on the subject. At Houston city 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. , 6 unteast tik calnwenns ‘ 
kh: ae . . : seven votes were 2 “1 0 nven ion atic 5 
The Steamship Niagara, which left Liverpool on against it. In Harris county four candidates re- 


oan een cartes . macys 6: mist. a ceived one vote each ; six other votes were given in 
eee " Petia "E sla oF ind Ghai Gad ; favour of a convention, but naming no delegates, 
cid len ™ 74 di * 1 th R HOF | and 292 votes, “no convention, no disunion.” Eight 
Oe ee ea ee ee eee delegates, one of whom has gone to California, ap- 
government is said to have presented an energetic pear to have been voted for in two other districts 
remonstrance against the proceedings of the English. | * “44 4 Jarce political meeting at Natchez ‘Missis- 
avaria i Gtesd ot © eee 
The king 7 ~~ " also reported “1 ree cian sippi, recently held, the admission of California with 
—— " tt ames a hay th. ~ oe her present constitution was boldly advocated ; the 
, myizc' pate ae Ly - "ee kes ad ao " ‘fo speaker, who declared his interests identified with 
ee pee s, in the | those of the South, asserting that the people of the 
name of the English government. 


Th ‘inn te lhe OE [Ocintnitin he Biiait south had no more right to dictate to those of Cali- 
eee eee eae oe Saal y Mreharc’ | fornia on the subject of slavery, than the people of 
Cobden, the well known advocate 0 ; re for the the north had to dictate to the south. 
reduction of the expenses of the army and navy was} ‘pp, plan of Whitney for a railroad to the Pacific 
rejected on the 8th instant, by a vote of 272 to 89.| ..ams to have received its quietus, at least for a 
There are too many members of that body who|,;., 4d 3 
have relatives holding lucrative appointments in the Reports from Texas, represent the Apaches as 
army and navy, to allow of this reduction. A bill quite hostile to the whites. A number of individuals 
is likely to be introduced for abolishing the office of | } yo Salion lertheie bande 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. The salary of this} p), ecaeinee ot Washington during the past 
officer is stated at £20,000 sterling, or nearly four| week, are of the same general character as those 
times that of an American President. which preceded them. The subject of slavery still 
The Queen has authorized the publication of an absorbs nearly all the rest. A bill for the admis- 
offer of rewards for the discovery and relief of Sir | ion of California unis reported in the Renata: hous 
John Franklin ; viz., of £22,000 to any one who | the Committee on Territories, on the 25th inst. 
will effectually relieve the crews of the ships;| On the 26th Senator Benton expressed his in- 
£2,000 for relieving, or giving such information as | tantion to press the admission of California upon 
shall lead to the relief of any of the crew; and ~~ \ 


; . 4 ; ~ | the attention of the Senate, till that body should act 
rs to any one who shall first ascertain their definitively upon it. His observations gave rise to 


‘ . . | some strictures fro ator Foote, which resulted 
The Governor of Pennsylvania sent to the Legis- s from Senator Foote, 


; in a disagreeable contest between them. 
lature, on the 22d instant, a message in relation to| Jy the House of Representatives, Thurston from 
the communications received from Virginia and | Oregon. has made his debut on the floor of Congress. 
; oj} aro} 2 N rj t ses ° . = ' 
enters charging the people . ” or 2 - oa | He positively denies that the formation of the Cali- 
ceedings injurious to the rights of the South, and | fornia constitution was the result of interference on 
inconsistent with the compromises of the Constitu- | 


-4* | the part of the president or his agents ; aud asserts 
tion. In this message Governor Johnston ably vin- | that there is no shadow of evidence in support of 
dicates the action of Pennsylvania, in relation to | the assertion that the exclusion of slavery was the 
the matters complained of. When the message was | effect of extraneous influence. He asserts his 
read in the House of Representatives, a motion was ' 


out : _ capacity to prove, that the arable land in California 
made to print 5000 copies, but the measure was op- is less than one-third of that in Ohio ; or one-fourth 
posed by several members who are unfavourable to | of what Pennsylvania contains ; or one fifth of such 
the present administration, and the message itself | jsod in Virginia : 
was denounced as an improper interference with the | - 
propeedings of the legislature ; though the measure 


alls strictly within the duties assigned to the Go- 


Then ’tis thine to stand—entreating 
Christ to let thee in: 

At the gate of heaven beating, 
Wailing for thy sin. 

Nay, alas! thou foolish virgin, 
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WILLIAM AND ALICE ELLIS. 


vernor by the constitution of the state. (Vide Art. The subscriber has nearly ready ‘“ Life and Cor- 
Il., sevt. 11.) The consideration of the motion to | respondence of William and Alice Ellis, by James 
print was postponed; which is equivalent toa re- | Backhouse ;” revised and corrected by the Author 
jection. for the American Editor. 


Henry LonestretH, 
347 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


On the same afternoon, came up in course, the 
consideration-of a resolution expressive of opposi- 
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